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‘FIND OUT WHAT’S GOING ON IN THE VALLEY’ www.steelscreek.vic.au

The other day, the goddess got real cheeky with me.

I was at Camberwell Junction, walking my hunky little grandson to his nearby state school.

I reckon Camberwell Junction is the busiest place on the planet.

Five serious roads collide.

Cars,utes,trucks,trams clatter every which way.

Masses of traffic and dudes on foot.

Suddenly -zup!

With no warning, a bloody gust of wind grabbed my dress and sucked right up over my head.

Man alive!

Instantly, this old broad looked naked.

Skin coloured undies.

My dress was wrapped around my head, blinding me.

True.  Jesus wept.

All around, delighted trucks and trams went ballistic, blasting their horns.

Bloody hell.

When I was growing up, Mum drove me crazy constantly insisting my jock stayed pristine.

Holy moly.

At last, I get it.

Poem: Garden Fairy   Illustration: Milie Woods



Release the hidden editor in you!

This is the final edition under the editorship of Morgan and Sal.

It is time for for us to pass the editorship of the Jolly Thing on to new and fresh horizons, we have loved
editing and delivering the Jolly Thing for the past three years - we are humbled to have covered
milestones like the Black Saturday's 10th anniversary, this covid pandemic along with time-capsuling this
community for many to look back on! Thank you to our regular contributors, community groups and local

folks who have shared their stories, photos and tit bits.

If you are the next keeper of the Steels Creek time capsule, please email scjollything@gmail.com

Steels Creek Observer

There is always something interesting to see when you drive
along Steels Creek Road to or from YarraGlen. Sometimes I’ll
have a guess at the number of different sorts bof birds I’ll see
between home and Yarra Glen and I’m often surprised at just
how many there are.

Possibly the bird I most regularly see is the Australian
Magpie, sometimes just one playing Russian roulette with the
car, sometimes small gatherings having to sort out a problem
concerning the local Magpie community.
In recent years birdos in Australia have decided that all
Australian Magpies belong to a single species, Cracticus
tibicen, but they recognise 9 different groups. The group we
have in this part of Victoria is the White backed magpie which
has the group name “tyrannica” which seems to me to be
very appropriate at this time of year when adult birds dive bomb you if they think you are to close to their nest. I believe that
they can learn to recognise a friend, perhaps someone who has given them food, and they won’t attack.

Magpies are found all over Australia with one race occuring naturally in
southern Papua, just across the Torres Straight. They were deliberately
introduced to New Zealand to help in the control of grass grubs in pastures.
Female magpies differ from males in that their backs are distinctly pale grey.
Young birds are similar to the female but also have a wholly black beak. Most of
the magpies killed by cars are in fact young ones just fledged who haven’t
learned to get out of the way. The trouble is that there are some good pickings
to be had on the road.

A bird you hardly ever see on the road is the Cattle Egret. But there is at present
a flock of them feeding in the pasture with the Angus cattle at the southern end
of Steels Creek Road. Cattle egrets are a relatively recent addition to Australia.
Originally they were found only in the African savanna amongst the massive
herds of wildebeest and antelope ,but over the last century they expanded into
most temperate and tropical countries as the cattle industry developed. They
were first recorded in Australia in the 1940’s and are now well established with
breeding colonies in north eastern NSW and Queensland. They are regular
visitors to southern Victoria during our winter and spring when the pastures are
wet and provide a good supply of insects, frogs and other small creatures disturbed by the cattle. For this food resource the
are competing with the magpie. By late October/November some of the egrets are showing the development of breeding
plumage; yellow- orange head and back; and at this time they all head north to the breeding grounds.

Cattle Egrets are recent immigrants to Australia as a result of the development of the cattle grazing industry whereas the
Australian Magpie is endemic and evolved in this country. This in a way reflects something of the human population of the
country.
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GET OUT THERE! Exploring our local environment and nearby places with Peta Whitford.

Walk #16   Steels Creek North Adventure
Walk distance   5.94 kms (return) maintained gravel roads
Walk Time approx. 60 – 90 minutes  (return)
What to take - water, light snacks, mobile phone.

Steels Creek North Adventure
With Covid Lockdown #5 restricting my adventures
I thought hard and long about where I could encourage
you explore in your local area. I found myself saying” I
haven’t
been on the side roads in Steels Creek North”. I had only
ever, as you probably have done, driven along the main
roads to get to a destination. So here’s an adventure!

How to get there and where to start.
Drive north up Steels Creek Road to the end of the bitumen,
the road is now called Greenwood Lane, proceed 270m to
Hargreaves Rd on your right. Off-road parking available on ‘nature strip’.

The Walk (approx. 90 mins return)
The roads on this adventure are all maintained gravel roads with a very
low volume of traffic. The walk starts along Hargreaves Rd, a heavily
treed road with the sounds of a fast-flowing creek visible on your left (it’s
Steels Creek!). Walk 500m to Adams Lane on your left, your aim is to
see or visit “The Berry Farm” 200m along this road. It’s a vast
development for the growing of blueberries and is open to the public
(check online). Continue to walk 570m to the end of the no-thru road. It
is interesting seeing the properties tucked away into the hillsides with
great views. Retrace your steps back to Hargreaves Rd, sucking in the
views and peacefulness of the area.

Once back on Hargreaves Rd, it is 260m to Sewell Rd on the right. A
sign to ‘Steels Creek Estate (Winery)’ confirms you are in the right
place! (check online for when its open) call in or simply pass by - as you
walk to the end of the no thru road. The vegetation opens up along this
road (with two inclines to warm you up). You are rewarded with
extensive views looking south to Yarra Glen. Return to Hargreaves Rd.
Turn right, after 420m the road turns sharply to the left. This is now
Harvey Rd. Another 445m and on your left you can just make out ‘The
Underground House’ with its tell-tale chimneys showing on the top of the
grassy mound. Proceed a further 610m to the end of the maintained
Harvey Rd, the road then becomes a series of long muddy puddles with
occasional fallen trees. A few properties are tucked away in their thickly
forested land. The land rises behind the road to the east.

All that’s left to do is retrace your steps, leaving out the side trips, and
return to Greenwood Lane, approx. 2.4km. walking back gives you views
to Mt Slide and the Kinglake National Park.
Then ponder and review the rich tapestry in which fellow Skreekians
choose to live.

From the intrepid local explorer! Peta Whitford
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Hard Rubbish Collection Steels Creek
Week of 17 January 2022

What will NOT be collected:

● Bricks, rubble, excavated material, concrete, soil
or earth, building, renovation or demolition
material, cement sheeting

● Bamboo, creepers, vines, palm trees, soft plants,
rose bushes, thorny plants, weeds, grass
clippings or leaves

● Untied branches or branches tied with plastic
twine, stockings or wire

● Barbed wire
● Branches containing nails or wire
● Batteries, car tyres, trucks or tractor tyres,

suspension springs or engines
● Stumps or roots
● Tree limbs larger than 200mm in diameter or

more than 1.5m long
● Tree limbs (thicker than 75mm and up to 200mm

diameter) with side branches attached
● Broken glass (unless wrapped)
● Chemicals, liquids, paints, oil, fluids, asbestos or

hazardous materials
● Industrial, business or commercial waste
● Household garbage, recyclables or polystyrene
● Wheelie bins
● Gas cylinders, fuel tanks or water tanks
● Loose garden organic material in boxes, bags,

containers or bins
● Lino
● Hard waste from vacant blocks
● Solar panels
● Asbestos

Have a very Merry Christmas and

social festive season!

The Covid scarecrow on Yarra View Rd. changes the
look regularly with the help of four-year-old  Darcy,
knowing crows quickly get bored when the look is the
same day after day

What fun!

The Jolly Thing 152 Page 4 August - December 2021



Steels Creek Book Group SUMMER READING Julie Riddell

The Unlikely Voyage of Jack de Crow by A. J.
Mackinnon

A true story written by an Australian man who sailed a
small dinghy along the River Severn in Great Britain, then
became more ambitious and ended up sailing as far as
Bulgaria on the Black Sea. He met many kind- hearted
strangers and visited fascinating historic places. We agreed
that it’s a very positive story about perseverance and the
ability to laugh at oneself. A charming book which helped to
lift our spirits during lockdown, power outage and floods.

All That Is Lost Between Us by Sara Foster

Written by a West Australian writer, this book explores lots
of modern challenges faced by parents and adolescents.
Described as being a mystery-thriller type of story. Varying
likeness levels from our bookclub members.

The Midnight Watch by David Dyer

A fiction story about crew from the ship which in real life
was the closest vessel to the Titanic as it sank, but didn’t
attempt rescue. As questions are raised about the event,
questions are also raised about each crew’s personal
character.

Killer Of The Flower Moon by David Grann

In my opinion one of the most informative books we’ve ever
read!

The true story of Osage Native Americans who lost their
natural living space to European settlers and so were forced
to live on rocky ground in Oklahoma. Sounds tragic but oil
was discovered under their ground and they managed to
keep the rights to it and so became incredibly wealthy. Then
tragedy seriously struck because they were being sneakily
and mysteriously killed off, but this eventuated in the birth
of the FBI.

Please contact Julie 0422 424 694 if you’re interested in joining. In the meantime, all our books are available to borrow from
Eastern Regional Library. You can call in to the Yarra Glen Reading Room Mon – Fri 10 -4 & Sat 10 -12, and see the friendly
staff if you want assistance in sourcing these books.

Steels Creek Garden Club Jill Hess

The garden club usually gets together for outings, planning and to propagate each
month. The 4th Monday of each month is dedicated to propagating plants for our
community events and local fundraisers. The 2nd Tuesday is dedicated to outings
and flower show planning. Please call Jill for more details - 0430108672

Garden maintenance on the go with little helpers

It’s time to:

○ water deeply and maintain mulch cover

○ fertilise regularly to replace leached nutrients

○ watch out for mildew on grapes and cucurbits

○ keep compost moist and turn heaps regularly

○ protect crops with shade-cloth on hot days

○ put a fruit-fly control plan in place

○ clear gutters and pipes for harvesting rainfall

○ check irrigation systems and unblock drippers

Artwork by Raiven
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The Weather Report by Barry Sheffield

Our rainfall for June was 54mm above average & I recorded 59.5 mm on the 10th with Kinglake West recording 123
mm on the same date. This very wet period resulted in the river flooding between the 10th & the 16th with the
maximum height reaching 4.6 metres. July rainfall was considerably less being 21.5 mm below average. We are
currently 26 mm above average for the year to date. Mean maximum temperatures for June were 0.7° above
average for Coldstream & 1.2° above average for Melbourne. Mean minimum temperatures for June were 0.1°
below average for Coldstream & 0.4° above average for Melbourne. Mean maximum temperatures for July were
0.1° above average for Coldstream & 0.8 above average for Melbourne. Mean minimum temperatures for July
were 1° above average for Coldstream & 1.6° above average for Melbourne.

RAINFALL – June - July 2021

Station June 2021
(mm)

July 2021
(mm)

Year to date to end of
July 2021 (mm)

Year to date to end of
July 2020 (mm)

‘Blackwood Hill’
Pinnacle Lane
Steels Creek

124.9 44.6 475.3 676.5

‘Highlea’
Dixons Creek

158.4 58 595.2 690.4

Melbourne Water
Melba Hwy, Dixons

Creek

113.8 40 439.4

601.6

‘Wandearah’
Japonica Drive

Yarra Glen

114.9 41.5 439 661.6

Our rainfall for August  was 21mm below average allowing the ground to dry out a bit from the very wet June.
September however was 25 mm above average. This very wet period resulted  in soggy ground conditions again &
the river flooding between the 5th & the 9th with the level sitting around 4 metres We are currently 30 mm above
average for the year to date. Mean maximum temperatures for August were 0.9° above average for Coldstream &
1.4° above average for Melbourne. Mean minimum temperatures for August  were 0.8° above average for
Coldstream & 1.3° above average for Melbourne. Mean maximum temperatures for September were 0.1° above
average for Coldstream & 0.8° above average for Melbourne. Mean minimum temperatures for September were 1°
above average for Coldstream & 1.6° above average for Melbourne. And we experienced the rare occurrence of a
magnitude 5.9 earthquake on 22nd September. Centred near Mansfield this shook our houses quite vigorously.

RAINFALL – August - September 2021

Station AUGUST
2021 (mm)

SEPTEMBE
R 2021
(mm)

Year to date to end of
September 2021

(mm)

Year to date to end of
September 2020

(mm)

‘Blackwood Hill’
Pinnacle Lane
Steels Creek

53 105.7 634 814.4

‘Highlea’
Dixons Creek

65.6 127.4 788.2 835.2

Melbourne Water
Melba Hwy, Dixons

Creek

50.8 96 586 726.2

‘Wandearah’
Japonica Drive

Yarra Glen

51.7 99.3 590 790
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As we venture out of lockdown, support local! There are a bunch of events, exhibitions, markets,
places to gather and socialise right here in our backyard.

Take a look at https://www.visityarravalley.com.au/events for some inspiration.

The Steels Creek Calendar is available to view at www.steelscreek.vic.au

ART Ivan Filsell 0458 507 181
Thursdays 1:30 PM – 4.30 PM SCCC - Bring your paints; discuss your art and share skills.

BOOK GROUP Julie Riddell 0422 424 694
3rd Tuesday – 7.30 PM;   10 members – limited by library book resources.  Lively discussions at SCCC.

GARDEN CLUB at SCCC Jill Hess 9730 1960
Newsletter, outings 2nd Tuesdays, 60 members.  Fourth Tuesday Growing Group, 9.30 am at SCCC– all welcome.

HEWI (Healesville Environment Watch Inc) admin@hewi.org.au
Environmental issues at Healesville Living and Learning Centre, P.O. Box  444 Healesville, 3777

LANDCARE GROUP Angie Lloyd 0412 343 242, steelscreeklandcare@gmail.com
Ongoing projects and a great opportunity to obtain information and advice about tackling Landcare issues of significance to
YOU! ‘

STEELS CREEK COMMUNITY CENTRE ONLINE BOOKINGS Or call Maree Rothwell 0414 278 649
It’s easy to check availability, fees, booking the Centre.
● Open the Steels Creek Community website www.steelscreek.vic.au
● Select the SCCC tab.
● Scroll down the page to find, ‘Do you want to book the Centre for a function/event?’
● Click on, ‘Check availability and make an online booking enquiry here.’
● Follow prompts for information, charges and to make a booking request.

MARKET Malcolm Calder  5965 2372
2nd and 4th Saturdays at SCCC, 10.00 AM Sharp!  Community announcements, local fresh produce, preserves, baked goods.

MOVIES Keith Montell  5965 2202
2nd or 3rd Friday - March to November – 6.00 PM classy food followed by classic movies at SCCC.

SMB (really just a coffee and a chat, football and opera and anything in between!) Gordon Brown  9730 1937
Last Thursday 10.30 AM – 11.30 AM.  Men’s morning tea at Yarra Glen.

STITCHERS Jane Calder  0428279577,  Nola Matthews 0412 199 129
Every Tuesday, 1.30 PM - 4.00 PM at SCCC, since 1993.  Bring your own work – knit, patch, embroider, chat and friendship.

TENNIS Mark Newell 0411 111 839, Graham Lloyd 0430 243 442, Lindy Montell 5965 2202
Since 1911. Newsletter, competitions, 40 active and social members. Monday 9am, ladies social tennis - contact Lindy. Friday
Locals Tennis for adults and kids - 5pm last Friday of the month (Unless noted in calendar). Saturdays 1-5 PM regular
competitions. Sunday afternoon social tennis 2-5pm - contact Graham Lloyd
Website: www.steelscreek.vic.au/community-groups/tennis-club

WOMEN’S GROUP - Evening Friendship Group Lindy Montell 5965 2202
1st Wednesday, 6.30 PM. Come for company, conversation, food and coffee. You'll be made most welcome for a pleasant
evening of food and chat.  Note:  For current venue location, contact Lindy (5965 2202).

THE STEELS CREEK GRAPEVINE

Want to be kept up to date on local Steels Creek events and offerings? The Grapevine is an email only update on
news and events that have missed the recent edition of The Jolly Thing. Please continue to send any content,
notifications, and/or reminders to thegrapevine@steelscreek.vic.au.
Go to www.steelscreek.vic.au/publications/the-steels-creek-grapevine/ to sign up.
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The Jolly Thing is published by and for the Steels Creek Community Centre Inc. (SCCC), 699 Steels Creek Road,
Steels Creek. Postal address: PO Box 72, Yarra Glen, Victoria 3775.

Management Committee: President – Maree Rothwell Vice President - John Brand, Treasurer – Keith Montell
Secretary – Peter Benda Committee Members – Morgan Calder, Mark Newell, Kerry Guthrie, Ivan Filsell

We would like to gratefully acknowledge Peter England (Hoogies) and Ashleigh Skillern (Yarra Glen
Auto) for their support to the Steels Creek Community and The Jolly Thing over many years. They
made it possible to capture and archive the Steels Creek community over 152 editions!

Over and out.

- Morgan and Sal.
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